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Introduction

Thank youso muchfor inviting me to Stamfordit is a great delight to be back here again
and to be invited toeflect on the history 6 the town.l first began thinking about its
origins and early historyin 1975 | had volunteered to work on the casthecavation
directed by Chrigne Mahany Many of you will remember the sité was at the time one
of the largest medieval excavations ever undenakel certainly unprecedented in terms
of a castle. Thénds were quite spectaculanot thatl had much to do witthem: it soon
became apparent, in fact by lunchtime on the first day, that | was not a natural digger
Bang went another career optidrcould read Latin, though, and the afternoort was
sent off tothe office in KingsMill Houseto try to make sense of the medieval documents
relating to the castle and the town generdlhye rest is history.

Chrisand Ipresentedh synthesi®f the historical and archaeological evidence for
the origins and growth of Stamfo the Battle Conference in 82. The paper was
published inAnglo-NormanStudiesin the following year Much of theconclusionsvas
based on the firscomprehensiveanalysis of the Domesday account of the town
Historians had long mined the source for information, but there had never been a
comprehensive analysis in terms of the later history of the lands that it desCabigght
| shall revisit that study for the firstnie in 35 yearsThe intervening years has seen
much new research in the field of Domesday stydies | am glad to say that, by and
large, our analysis has stood up well

The Domesdayaccount of Stamford

Domesday Book comes itwo parts Volume 2is known asLittle Domesday Book and
describesthe threeeasterncounties of Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk. Volume 1, Great
Domesday, covers the rest of the country south of the dmgust a tiny bit of Wales
The relationship between the tywartsdoes not oncern us today. Suffice it to say that
the account of Stamford occurs on folio 336d oé& Domesdayit appears at the head

of the Lincolnshire folios after the account of Lincoln and is followed by Torksey and
then the body of the texthe account afhelands of the tenanis-chief, substantially the
barons of the shirdt is written in Latin, butm a highly contracted fornYou will notice

that almost every word in the text exhibits diacriticals, that is distinctive marks that
indicatethe omissio of letters (figure 1)This system ofhorthand speed up writing,

but sometimes it is difficult to reconstruct exactly whae scribe wanted to say
Fortunately, ouchapwas on his best behaviour when he wrote up Stamforthere are
relatively fev contractions and suspenssoie are not always so lucky, but heve can

be confident of what he intendéture 1)

Figure 1:the Domesday account of Stamford
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The Domesday Survey

SFA-NF—ORD—BURQQEMR-EG&S. dedit geldum T.R. E.

pro XII. hundrez et dimidio. In exercitu. ef nauigio.

et in Danegeld. Ibi fuerunt er sunt .VL. custodie.

Quinque in Lincolescyre. ef sexta in Hantunescyre. quae

est ultra pontem. ef tamen ipsa reddebat omnem consuetudinem
cum aliis. preter gablum et theloneum. quod abbas de Burg
habebat et habet.

[ his V. custodiis T. R. E. fuerunt CXL et I. mansiones. et dimidium
molendinum. quae reddebant omnes consuetudines. Sed et modo totidem
sunt. preter .V. quae propter opus castri sunt wastae.

I his custodiis sunt VL. mansiones quae. T. R. E. dabant omnes
consuetudines. modo autem non dant. Brand habet I11Lor er Ulchetel
filius Mereuuine ILas

[ his custodiis sunt LXVIL maniones sochemanorum. qui

habent terras suas in dominio. et qui petunt dominos ubi uolunt.

super quos rex nichil aliud habet nisi emendationem foris

facturae eorum. et heriete. et theloneum. et 1. molinus de . XXX.
solidis quod abstulit %% de huntedune. llud erat unius sochemanni.

In Stanford. T. R. E. erant .XIL Lagemanni. qui habebant

infra domos suas sacam et socan. et super homines suos.

preter geld er heriete. et forisfacturam corporum suorum de

XL. oris argenti. et preter Latronem. Hoc idem modo habent.

Sed non sunt nisi nouem. Unus eorum habet XVII. mansiones

sub se. ef dimidium molinum .XV. solidorum. Alter XIIILcim mansiones.
una ex his .est Wasta. Tercius ILas mansiones. Quartus .ILas et dimidiam.
Quintus. quinque Sextus I1Lor Septimus .I1Les Qctauus. unam.

Nonus .I1Les sed Hugo musardus duas ei abstulit.

I i custodiis adhuc sunt XXTL mansiones. et 11. accclesiae

cuwn XIL. acris terrae de XIIIL solidis. quas habebat

Emuin presbyter .T. R. E. er Ezi habebat .I. mansionem. has XX.IIL
mansiones habet modo Eudo dapifer. Super eas habebat rex

omnem consuetudinem. modo non habet.

[ cadem villa habuit Azor V1L mansiones et dimidium molinum. T. R. E.

modo habet Gunfridus de cioches. Ad has pertinent .LXX. acrae

extra uillam.

Eduuard cild habuir XIIIL. mansiones et LXX. acras. extra uillam. modo

habet ludita comitissa.

Edded regina habuir .LXX. mansiones quae iacuerunt in Roteland

cum omyibus consuetudinibus. sine panificis. Ad has adiacent

I1. carucatae terrae et dimidia. et 1. caruca arans. et XLV. acrae prati extra uillam.
Modo habet Rex .Willelmus. et ualet V. libras. T. R. E. ualet .IIL libras.

Abbas de Burg habuit et habet in Stanford X. mansiones pertinentes ad

Lincolesyre. et I. molinum .XL. solidorum. et V. solidos de domibus er de VIIL %7
Leuuinus habuit .IX. mansiones. modo Aluredus habet. Item Leuuinus .. mansionem
ad omnem consuetudinem. sine geldo. quam modo habet Wido de renbudcurt.
Fastolf habuit unam aecclesiam de rege quietam cum .VIIL acris.

Albertus unam aecclesiam Sancti Petri cum .1Labus mansionibus. et dimidiam carucatam tererre quae
iacet in Rotelande in hemeldune. Ualer .X. solidos.

Terram arabilem extra uillam in Lincolescire habet rex .DC. acras.

Lagemanni et burgenses habent .CC. et LXXIL acras. sine omni consuetudine.
T.R_E. dabat Stanford .XV. libras. modo dat ad firmam .L. libras.

De omini consuetudine regis. modo dat XXVIIL libras.

Before wedive in andexaminewhat he wrotewe mustfirst get some ideaf why the
Domesday surveyand Domesday Book that was compiled from its retumas
commissionedn the first place.Otherwise, we shall not be able to interpret what is
recorded.You may have a vague idea from schooldays of the Domesday sasvay
censusWell, it wasn't. To start with, at least half of the population is missing: there are
nextto-no women mentioned in the text. More credible is the notion that Domesday was
compiled as an inventory of William the Conqueror's new reBvensao, there are still
problems.William defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Why, then,
did he leave it until 1086 to undertake the su/€gue the Conquest was not complete
until the fall of Ely in 1071, but the Domesday survey was shillygéars afterln reality

the survey addressadgent problems in 108%ngland was threatened with invasion.



King Cnutof Denmark had formed an alliance with Count Robert of Flanders and had
musteed a fleet to conquer EnglandHis claim to the throne was arguably stronger than
William's and he must have thought that large parts of England were in one way or
another sympathetic to his cause.

William clearly saw Cnut as an existential threat to his rule. Hamwlsrmandy
whenhe heard of thénminent invasiopandacted with characteristic decisivene$he
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle tells us th&e crossed the channel withe largestforce of
mercenaries that had ever been seen in England. Meanwhile, Archbishop Larfifranc
Cantebury had convened a conference and it was decidedillet the troopson
landholders throughout the country.

In the evenfor various reasontghe invasion was put off until the spring of 1086
andwasthen abandoned after the death of Cnut. William, ghowas not to know this
late 1085He laid off some of the mercenaries over the winter, but nevertlualegaued
with preparationgor a renewednslaught He ordered the coast to be wasted to deprive
any invading army of sustenance. All military emrises depended on foraging for
supplies in theeleventh century Further at his Christmas court in Gloucestbe
appointedtrusted agentto East Angliawhich, with its AngloScandinavian population
was seen as articularly exposedchilles heel Wulfketel at Cowland was replaced by
Ingulf and Gunter was appointed to Thorney and Maurice to the see of Ldmwdtn
extensive estates in Essex and East Antiia,bishopriovas a key layerin the east of
Englang. All three were trusted royal prieszhom William could rely upon to represent
his interest and act decisively

This was the context in which the Domesday survey was commissioned. At the
same Christmas court, as recorded in the ASgimon Chronicle, Willianordered a
survey of the king'sncome in land and taxesd an equally exhaustive inquiry irttze
income and services ofiis tenantsn-chief, that is the barondt is clear that the
immediate aimwas to raise cash to pay the mercenaries, but thes alga a
determination to plan fahefuture.The survey began in January 1086 and seems to have
been complete by late June or early Jéy.a meeting 'of all those who held land in
England',at Salisbury in August 1086 taxatirasextended to théord'sdemesne anadt
seems,new quoas of knights were determineflever again was the realm to be
dependent on mercenaries for its defence or at least that was the aim

The writing of the Book

All of the data that were collected were then written up in what we now know as
Domesday BookWhenis a matter of debatéMany insist that it was compiled as part of
the 1086 programmeBut it is odd that it was not a complete record of the survey: it
omits much of the dat| havethereforeargued that it was a later enterprise ordered by
William's son, Wiliam Rufus in 109Q In 1088there had been rebellion against the
new king which hadoccasioned much tenurial cha@omesday Book may have been
compiled to inform a settlemen@Vriting in 1125 orso, the AngleNorman historian
Orderic Vitalisprobably makes an oblique reference to the entergrseever, there is

no explicit mention of theBook until the early years of the reign of Henry I, so it may
have been compiled anytime up to 210

The gdructure of the Stamford account



Whatever its d& Domesday Bookwas clearly aroyal feodary that is a work of
reference drawn up to inform government of the king'sésterand dues. As sudhwas
an abstracti most noticeably the livestock so carefully recordedtha surveywas
jettisonedi but it drew all its data from the surveYyhe sortof information we getthen,
is determined byhe concernf 1086.1t is thusnot surprising to find that the account of
Stamford is divided into two broad sections, that is the income of the king and those o
his tenantsn-chief. Both are signalled by capital letters andtermittently, by
paragraphoj thatis gallows marksfor the lattei(figure 1)

Now, Domesday talks in terms of lan@sra in Latin, but we must takecare not
to be misled thereby. Watis mostly involved is right®verland rather than in what we
would call real estateln an urban context those rightgere various.Foremostwas
landgabelor gafol. This was a rent, usually around a shilling a yeare fromthe
community of the boroughThis sum, howeverf prominent was not the sum total of
what ‘land' signified. There were als@ndes that Domesday generically calls
consetudines 'customs' payments in coin and kind that represent a former food rent
and acasional labour servicssich as mowing on the king or lord's demesne. Then there
was socg 'soke’, that included dues for the right to bake and brew as well as the
amercements, fines in modern terms, that were paid in the boroughFioalty, there
were blls which wergaxeson the buying, selling, anthe passage of goodkand itself,
freehold to be anachronistic, generally resided irndhasmen

The king's income

Having cleared the ground, we can now get down to the-gpuitty. We first get a
statement of the tathetown paidto the king(figure 2} it was assessed A2% hundreds

In the Danelaw the hundred wast the institution of the same name of hidated England.
That was represented by the wapentake. The northern hundred was more likéha vill
unit of local government at its lowest levelthink the civil parish of today andit was
ratedat 12 carucates. So Stamford was assessed at 150 carucates for the geld, army and
navy service, and Danegeld. The town was divided intavapds We have no further
information, butthey wereprobablyeach associated withe gatesof the town That was
certainly thepattern elsewhereThe ward was a unit of policirighence watch and ward

T and an association with routes irddown is common. In the laterititlle Ages here
were fivegatesnorth of the riveiin Stamfordand probably a sixth in Stamford Barayil

the duesthat resulted accrued tbe king It should be noted that the ward south of the
river was an integral part of the town even though in Northamptonshiere is no
evidence thait was ever constituted as a separate borough.

Figure 2: taxand the wards of the town
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Then we move onto the number of properties that atwent dues to the king
141 and half a mill in 1066 and the same in 1086 less 5 that had been destroyed in the
building of the castldfigure 3). The dues of 4 others had been taken away by Brand,
whom we can identify as abbot of Peterborough. A further two belonged to a Wulfketel
son of Merewine who was almost certaithg formerabbot of Crowland

Figure 3:the land of the king

],, ot cuftodud Thk- fue?. o XL 71 manf.; dimd In these 5 wards TRE were 141 messuages and half
malend" que veddebasT omf cfueadind. S; & m mill, which rendeed all customs. But there are also as
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fil? &) erecuimet. g Brand has 4, andlfkil son of Merewine 2.

Finally, there were 77 properties that belonged to privileged sokemen over whom
the king had more limited rightmamely heriot, forfeiture, and tadllone that is death
duty, the right to land consequent to feyoand the like, andas we have seetmxeson
traded goodgfigure 4).Sokemen a not usually found in towns. Indeed, this reference is
all but unique in an urban context. But in statfusy were akin to burgesses. Botior
example,had similar inheritance customs. In Stamford throughout the Iliddes the
property of a intestateburgess passed to his youngest son rather than his éldest.
rural sokemerwere also subject to this custom which became known in English law as
Borough English Eustace of Huntingdon who took away the mill was $hei
HuntingdonshireHe, like sheriffs in general, was a notorious despoiler of I&wv he
came to put his oar into Stamford is unrecorded.

Figure 4:the land of the sokemen

1 Wil cuflodusf fume Loo Gt manf fochemanay. qus In these wards are 77 messuages of sokemen, who h
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It belonged to one of the sokemen

The land and ncome ofsenior townsmen andenantsin-chief

As we have seenhésecondsection deals with dues that did not gaheking. Lawmen
come first(figure 5) Twelvein 1066 and in 1086 and holdingn all 51v2 properties
they held with sake and soke, tigtall customs apart from the onesplicitly excluded
here They were judges of the lawgceptacles of local custom rather thihabewigged
panjandrum®f today but it is clear from awelfth-centurytext called thd.eges Edwardi
Confessorishat theyalso acted as royal agent3hey were responsible for recording
crimesi in Stamford in 1226 they are called cororieend they made distraintthat is
took goods as bail, for offenders to appear in court. These are functions that were later
granted by charter and so we are effectively lookirgytatvn councilUnlike in Lincoln,
the lawmen g not named. Wdo, however, have a valuable recordta properties they
held. They were substantial townsmend in all likelihood English. Fastolf too was



English, holding a single church in 108@ich was quitthatis no dues were paid the
king (figure 6) Unfortunately, there is no record of whodtie churchin 1086.

Figure 5:lawmen
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Fastulf had 1 church of the king, quit, with 8 acres.

Then we have a series of barons who had interests in Stamford. We can best start
with the 9 properties held by Leofwine in 1066 and Alfred of Lincoln in 1086, We learn
from Alfred's chapter in the body of the text that these belonged to his manor of
Uffington (figure 7).We have no explicit evidena# this kindfor other holdings, but the
later history of some indicate other connections with rural mahdeslearn from the
1212 survey of Stamford thdteg 23 propertiebeld by Earnwine the priest and Eapisi
and then Eudo Dapifer belonged to the manor of Wakerley in Noptwashire(figure
8). The samesourceindicates that the 7 properties of Azor and Gunfrid decGhes
belonged to the manor of Casewi&dward Cild's 14 propertidselonged to Witham,
Sproxton or Tickencote Finally, there were 10 propertieslimcolnshire thatis north of
the river, that belonged to Peterborough abbey. | have been unable to place them in any
particular manar

Figure 7: the manor of Uffington

M In UFFINGTON,Arnbiorn had 7 carucates of land t
the geld. [There is] land for as many ploughs. Alvred
has 2 ploughs there in demesne; and 16 sokemen or
4 carucates of this land and 31 villans with 7 ploughs
and 3 % mills rendering 40s. There is a church and a
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priest,and 100 acres of meadow. TRE worth £7; now
11[1]; tallage £3.

M In the same vill Leodwine had 1 carucate of land tc
the geld. [There is] land for 1 plough. Alvred has ther
4 sokemen on 4 bovates of this land and 3 villans wit
1 plough, and 9 burgessesStamford pay 4s., and [he
has] 20 acres of meadow. TRE, as now, worth 30s.

Figure 8: properties belonging to rural manors
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Queen Edith's fee

Contributory manors, as they are known, of this kind ammmoncharacteristic of
English towns. They have been used to indicate the territory that was assigned to
boroughs. Here, though, they are few in number and so little can be made of the pattern
they describeThe 70 properties held by Queen Edithe wie of King Edward the
Confessorwhich are described neriay superficiallyappear to bef the same order. In
reality, however, thewre of a completely differenype of holding(figure 9) Domesday
indicates thathe feebelonged toRoteland that is the northre part of what became
Rutland in the next centurfhis was an ancient dowage estate¢he queens of England
thatconsisedof a number okeparate manor$he value at the end of theatford entry
clearly indicates thahe 70 propertiehiad been oneféhem Thus, h 1066Queen Edith's
feewasadjacent to the borough but not part ofAis odd as it may seem, this was by no
means aunique characteristic of Stamford. Most English boroughs had royal and/or
comital (earl's)estates closely associated with th&kthat is usual here, however, it that

the estate was administered by the sheriff of NottinghanDomesday indicates at the
beginning of the account &o&land.

Figure 9: Queen Edith's fee
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Albert of Lorraine's fee

By 1086 the 7(Qpropertieshad become incorporated intancolnshire and Stanfordrhe
fee ofAlbert of Lorraing a priest of the royal househohdnts at a reasomlbert held the
church of St Peter's in Stamford which is said to héedonged to the church of
Hambledon(figure 10) The same point is made & reference to Albert's land in the
account ofRotelanditself (figure 11) However, we know from a charter of William



Rufus that Albert had been granted all the churcheRatelad. We can, then,
understand thebt Peter's was the church of Queen Edith's mbham in StamfordYou

are all familiar with the site of the church was adjacent to the castle and so it is likely
the castlesite too was originally irRoteland If so, he whole area was moved into
Lincolnshire to bring itunder the control of the sheriff afincoln. In the laterMiddle
Agesthe combined lands were known as 'the castle and manor of Stamford'.

Figure 10: Albert of Lorraine's church St Peter
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Figure 11:Albert's fee irRoteland

. In the above land Albert the clerk has 1 bovate of lanc
> - % 4
]ﬂ ‘n[wza-:fw = W‘{ﬂ‘w{'-w‘qyﬁ'ﬂnw andhas there 1 millrendering] 16d. The same Albert
1. molui - e demay? fjdjm 2’1; se Ochehi 7d¢ also has ofhe king the church of Oakham and of

e B 5 g Hambleton and of Seeter of Stamford [Lincs.] which
}?’:h fm ‘7{: Hem il i ," 'ai‘h"df/ belongs to Hambleton witthe lands attached to the
i e sl onf afds g q"f"“'"' eutal”  same churches, that is, 7 bovateshis his land there
LI:; e Ao 3 rege. r:.]’éui'a oA pollumc can be 8 mughs, and nevertheless te@ms plough
€. il CALUL: 7 TN tht aras¥ v carucg. there.

fe- bt the B0 .- s, caf il v et He himself has there 4 ploughsdamesne; and 18
]P ];Wm o villans and 6 bordars having 5 ploughs.
TRE worth £8; now £10.

Wi . car
Th £t Cup 1. 5 18,

The boundarypetweenRotelandand Lincolnshiravas movecdut of the towno
Ermine Streetto the west Domesday Book recognizes the change by describing the
Rotelandportion of Stamfordin a postscriptakntry in the Northaptonshirefolios whee
it is calledPortland (figure 12).The churches of St Peter's and All Saints held land there
under theking. In the lateMiddle Agesthe areathe WestField of Stamford, was known
asSundersokewhich meansestate apart'.

Figure 12: Portland

The king has in the demesne of Portland 2 carucates
2 parts of a third carucate and 12 acres of meadow.1
carucate of land belongs to the Church of St Peter, ar
half acarucate to the Church of All Saints. Portland wi
the meadow, TREendered 48s., and 10s. for the rugs
the king'ssumpter horses. Besides this the king ought
have £9 12s. foother issies of the borough.

Stamford in the late eleventh century

Well, what does all of this tell us about the town in 108&2 can start with sizélhe
assessment at 12% hundreds, ie 150 carucates, tebmam$ordwas byfar the largest
settlement in @uth Lincolnshirein terns of the tax it paid The number oforoperties
might be expected tgive some indicatiorof just how big it wagfigure 13) In total
405% are recordedBut the Latin term,mansiq plural mansimes is an unknown
guantity.lIt is usually translated as something like messuage or tenermbate used the



